
How a DFCS case moves through court

Preliminary protective hearing
A judge hears about why a child should be removed and 
rules on whether the child is being neglected and/or 
abused and if returning them home would not be safe. 

Dependency removal order
A Division of Family and Children Services attorney contacts the 
juvenile judge on call who gives a verbal OK to remove a child. A 
proposed order is then sent to the judge to be signed.

Child released

Petition filed

Adjudication hearing

DFCS report
Usually about 25 pages about the case; 
it’s submitted again at each review.

Disposition
Hearing to review case plan and 
outline what’s required of each party

Adjudication hearing

Petition filed

72 hours after removal

Within 5 days

Within 10 days

Within 30 days  
of removal

Must be within  
75 days of removal

Within 30 days

Within 60 days

Petition: In this case, 
a document filed by DFCS 
or a private party that 
lists how a child has been 
abused or neglected

At each hearing 
a judge is considering 
whether the child is 
neglected and/or abused 
and whether they could 
safely be returned home.

The players
 ■ Division of Family and 

Children Services
 ■ Child’s attorney
 ■ Court-Appointed Special 

Advocate (looking out for 
interest of child)

 ■ Parents
 ■ Parents’ attorneys

Foster parents and any 
private agency involved also 

may attend

Adjudication hearing: A 
more formal hearing than the 
preliminary protective hearing, 
where evidence is presented 
in a style similar to a trial.

*

*

*

*

Child remains in custody

Review
Discussion on parents’ 
progress, visitation schedules 
and the child’s placement.

Permanency hearing
Held no later than nine months after child entered 
foster care if he or she is younger than 7, or 12 
months if he or she is older than 7. Follow up 
hearings are held at least every six months.


