
Metric Definition Comments

Student Progression/Retention

Number of undergraduate students who reached or passed the 15, 30, 60, or 
90 cumulative credit hours at the end of the year (Summer, Fall, Spring).  
Students passing multiple benchmarks in a year will be counted at the highest 
benchmark they pass.  Metric is calculated by adding student's earned credit 
hours for the year to their cumulative earned credit hours prior to the year.  
Successful completion of a course is indicated by the grades A, B, C, and D.  
Credit accepted through transfer and dual enrollment will be included in 
cumulative earned hours.  Learning Support/Remedial hours are not included 
in cumulative earned hours. Similar to CCA Credit Accumulation Metric

Awards Conferred

The combined total of GED Diplomas, Certificate's, Associate's, Bachelor's, 
Master's, Education Specialist, Doctoral, and Professional degrees conferred 
during the year (Summer, Fall, Spring).  Students earning multiple awards at 
the same level (Certificate, Associate, Bachelors, Masters, Education Specialist, 
Professional, Doctoral) will be counted as one outcome.  Students earning 
awards in multiple-levels (Certificate, Associate, Bachelors, Masters, Education 
Specialist, Professional, Doctoral) during the same year will be counted as 
multiple outcomes.  Double majors do not count as two outcomes.

Similar to CCA Degree Completion Metric

GEDs pending final approval by Commission
Sub-Populations

Pell Grant Recipients

Students that have received Pell at any time in their college career.  Check Pell 
status from first term of postsecondary enrollment through the end of the 
year being reported (through Spring semester).  Counted in Awards Conferred 
and Transfer metric. Awards Conferred & Transfer metric

Adult Learner
Students 25 years or older at the time of the award (as of last day of award 
term) or at the time of transfer (as of the last day of the term before transfer) 
the year being reported.  Counted in Awards Conferred and Transfer metric. Awards Conferred & Transfer metrics

Under Consideration

Strategic Initiatives
To  be determined at the system level and to include sector specific strategic 
initiatives such as workforce data, degrees in strategic fields, etc.

Proposed addition to Awards Conferred 
metric

Transfers Out with 15 Hours

The number of students who transferred-out to any public, private, or out-of-
state institution who had accumulated at least 15 earned credit hours.  Metric 
is calculated based on student enrollment at College A during year 1 (Summer, 
Fall, Spring Year 1) and transfer enrollment was found later in year 1 or year 2 
(Fall, Spring Year 2).  This does not include students who accumulated hours 
through dual enrollment programs and then enrolled at another institution.  
The number of credit hours accepted by the institution the student transfers 
to does not factor into this outcome.  The National Student Clearinghouse 
and/or GA AWARDS should be used to track transfers.  

Pending approval of the Commission

Close to TN definition (12 Hrs)

CCA uses a 4 year window instead of 2

Remedial Success

The number of students who were enrolled in remedial courses during 
Summer, Fall, or Spring of Year 1 who then successfully complete college-level 
courses in the same subject area in a subsequent semester by the end of year 
2 (Summer, Fall, Spring Year 2) or complete an award during the 2 years.

Close to TN definition (3 Yrs)

CCA metric uses LS enrollment in year 1 and 
completion of LS by end of year 2

First Generation

Recommended by Higher Education Funding 
Commission for inclusion in outcomes-based 
formula upon further study and data 
collection
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